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=O eer Hen I Conſider what you are by Place, 
\ Vs | Y and then Confider what you are by Grace, 
dI CULTS. it makes me ſtand Anaz'd: To fee g 

V\16 

and Tumults, Wounds and Slaughtersy 

| Religions, Upon Grounds of boly Cir + 

To fee A. Man whofe Dealing is in Blood and Wave, 
becalm d with Pious Thoughts for Churches gvod 

To ſee A Man.that fears not Devils if be meets them 
in a Feet at Sea ; To lay bis Roughne s by, and meekly 
fall upon his Knees, to Ivocate bis GOD for King ard 
Kingdoms good z Beſpeaks Religion in the Soul of 
War. ; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


This is a Leſſon you have Learn'd and Praftic'd long, 
That noze with Courage - brave can Ped his King , 
without he firft with Prous Care Obey his God. 

Can be be fit to Fight and Die, that knowes his 
wicked life is ſuch, that when he leaves this Wortd he 
muSt to Hell. 

The Chri$tian Canſe though ere ſo good muſt ſink,: if 
Chriftians Lives be bad. Can he be trufted to ſubdue a 
Foe, that cannot ſubdue his Sin ; and quarrel ſtrength, 
that is a Slarve and Captirve. to bis Luſt * - © 

Sir, Your Life proclaims you Chriſtian , and your 
Courage Man : And where T ſee theſe meet in onez. Tmay 
be bold to dedicate a Piece for Churches good to ſuch a 
Man, without'a Frown or Scorn. A As 

+ & was your Pious Faithfnl Care this' Sermort ſhould 
be.Preached ; and fo it was your Zealous Care to Acquaint 
His Majeitie with what was done, that'ſo it/might be 
made Publick : And now T hope your Wiſhes will. ſucceed, 
that Heaven may be Honour d'more, and Chriſtians Bet- 
ter d ſtill, when e're it comes abroad, ſhall be the Prayers 
of him who with his Soul doth Love the King and 
Churche's Peace. 


| Your moſt Obedient Servant 
and Chaplain, 


Geo. Alſop. 
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SERMON 


Preachd at SE A. 


. Matth. FS XXII. Verl. 11. wr 


And when the King came in to ſee his Gueſts, be ſaw there 
4 man Which had not on a Wedding Garment. 


LIN Early beldved in che Lord: Jeſus 
Hd Chriſt ; thef& words that I have 

IP cead uns: , are- part of the 
Y Parable that vurSaviour delivered 


2. concerni @ King, who Marrying 
{ © his Son; invited davers Guelts unto 


The King who invitedthe Gueſts, is the Is- | 
kigite, and' Eternal God above 3: King of all Kings, 


Lord of all Lords, who hath Power eons 
| nel 


A Sermon Fran 'd at So 


neſs in himſelf ro ds what he pleaſeth in Heaven, 


in Earth, and in Hell, the benenieb Pit of Eter- 


nal Vengeance beneath. 

He is a King in Heaven by his Grandeur and 
Majeſtie ; in the World by his Grace,tender Love 
and Goodneſs ; ; in Hell among the Named, by 
his Juſtice and Feveriry, 

Now the Beidegroom. is his Bleſſed Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, by Eternal generation the Lord and Sa- 
- viour of us all: 

The Bride that he Marrieth his Son to, is his 
Pure, Spotleſs, Holy Catholick Church. | 

The time of the Marriage was at Chriſt's Incar- 
nation, when the Divinity aud the Humanity 
were United : for as we obferve, the beſt way ro 


Precious Blood o& the. 
the Beginning of 


orld*) preached in. hi: 


Word, and.preſented in his boly Sacranoents 3 the | 


next was Remillion of Sins , Ev Life, 
Reva Conſyiance, Joy the Holy Ghoſt, ob. 
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dings coming 


November the 24th, 1 6 78. 


Adrairable | OfySacred ! oh Comfortable Feaſt 


for. poor Miſerable Sinnggg, to be invited to. 


The perſons appoifited to invite the Gueſts, 
were the Holy Patriarchs and Prophets in old 
c1me ; | 

_ The;Bleſſed Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in 
Chriſt's time ; 

The Divine Paſtors and Preachers in our 
time ; Theſe are Meſſengers of the great God, 
who have done, and {till invite poor diſtreſſed 
penitent Sinners, that are in the high-way to 
deſtruction, to Come and Sup with him. 


The Perſons more particular that are Invi- 
ted, are both Jews and Gentiles : for although 
the Jews were ſpecially called, (theſe glad Ty- 

Ol unto them, as being the Se- 
le& Peculiar People of God; )yet when they re- 
fuſed and rejected the ſame, one going to. ſee 
his Farm, and another to try his Oxen ; a third 
havingmarried a Wife, and ſo could not come; 
God upon-their Rude and Diſ-ingenuous refu- 
ſal reje&ts them, and ſends and invites the Gen- 


tiles, Aliens from the Common-Wealth of Iſ-ael; 


Go into the High-wayes, 8c. 


. And when theſe, who were invited; were 
5 B come, 
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come, there was one intruding Gueſt found ar 
the Table without ad edding Garment. 


Aid when the King came in to ſee his. Gueſts, ke. 


ſaw there a man which had not on a Wedding 


Garment. 


Now theſe words will aHow us theſe two 


Parts : 


Firſt, The Author of the man's diſcoyery ; 
and that was the King : When the King came 
m,&C. 

Secondly, The Fault he is Charged with, is 
want of a Wedding Garment. . 


Firſt, The Author of the man's diſcovery,and 
that was the King. We read but of one among 
fo many that was without this Wedding Gar- 
ment ; the Meſſengers ler him paſs for curranc, 
but when the King came in, he makes a ſecond 


Survey and Scrutiny,and finds out this one, who 


had not on his Wedding Garment ; he diſcovers 
this Unworthy Gueſt, which the Meflengers 
could find no fate with ; Friend, how came#t thou 

in hither ? 
Belo-ved, \o true it is, that our Eternal God 
that. dwelleth in Light, that no man can ap- 
proach, 


_— '*> 
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proach, ſecs ngt,asman ſees. We read in the 


it, of the Revelation,and 14 Verſe, that the Eyes 
of the Lord are like a flame of fire ; they ſearch 

incothe lecret Apartments of the Heart ; nor a 

Corner nor part, but the Lord ſees and diſco- 

vers It. 

Bur, alas! poor ſhort-ſighted man reacheth 
no further than the outward appearance;if that 
be regular and {mooth to che eye, his ſearch is 
at an end, he hath diſcovered as much as he 
can ; butthe Eyes of God go down deeper 1a- 
to the very Soul,and fachom the Botrom of the 
Reins, View and Diſcover how all ſtands thexe. 
We read in 1 Saw. Chap. 16. Yer. 7, that the 
Lord Commanded Samuel! not to look on his 
Countenance, nor on the height of his Stature : 
for the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth ; far wan looketh on 
the autward appearance, but the Lord Joaketh on the 
heart. We may deceive men with our Coun- 
tenance, -aur Grave Geftyre, Pageantry and 
Shews ; but thele can't deceive Gad, vr pur a 
trick upon the Almighty, - ; 

St. Paul tells us in the 4th of the Hebrewes, 
13 Verſe, that all things are open and naked to the 

Eyes of him we hacue to do with ; Thatis,Godrhath 
a full proſpe& upon all Men and Women mm 

the Warld, ' let them creep under what Mask, 

B 2 Diſguize, 


-- der 
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Diſguize,Canopie of Secrecy tbeywill : Thou 
may'ſt lye, diſſemble,and cozen ſoclolely and 
cunningly, that no Man nor Angel can detect 

| thee; thou may'ſt commir Adultery in the dark, - 
and no man privy to it; Thou may'| ſteal 
when no Eye ſees thee: Thou may'ſt have 
Treaſon in thy Soul, Rebellion. in thy Heart, 
and yet thy outward ſeeming Conformity may 
Screen this from Man. Thou may'ft with Tudzs 
eat of the Sop, drink of the Cup, receive the '& 
Bleſſed Sacrament, ſwallow the Oaths of Alle- my 
giance and Supremacy ; do all what the Law re- | 
quires, and yet thou may'ſt have corrupt Po- 
piſh Reſervations in thy heart to betray thy 
Maſter : Bur all this while remember that thou 
ſtandeſt Naked before the All-ſearching Eye of 
an Omnipreſent God, who knowes what thou 
art, and fees what thou do'ſt intend. Totus 
Auris,&c, \aith St. Ciril,&c. God he is all an 
Ear, all an Eye, all an Hand ; He hears all, he 
fees all, and hath-a hand that can reach all 
where ever we be : God Almighty the Search- 
er of all hearts takes up his ſtanding at the door 

| of our Souls, and* with his Curious All-ſeeing 
Eye views all our actions and reſolutions how 
ſecret ſoever. 6. 


Holy Dawid.ſaith, That God looks down 
| = ne" hom 


— 
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from Heaven, and beholds all the Sons of men; 
as well thoſe in the deepeſt darkneſs, as thoſe 
in the brighteſt light ; Whither (ſaith David) can 
we flie from thy preſence ? if we take the wings of the 
Morning and flie to the uttermesSt parts of the Earth, 
thou art there ; if we go up to Hearten,thou art there; 
if I go down into the thick ſmoak of Hell, thou art 
there. Is it not a madneſs then to lay, when 
thou art a going about wickedneſs, peradven- 
ture the Night fhall hide me ; when the day 
andthe Night are both alike to God 2 

God ſees thee when thou goeſt our early: in 
the Morning ; God ſees thee when thou comeſt 
home in the Evening late. God ſees thee when 
the Candle burns; God ſees thee when the 
Candle-is out. God ſees thee when thou Con- 
verſeſt with thy heart, and ficteſt in Council 
with thy thoughts : What can we do but God 
ſees it ; and whither can we go, but God will 
diſcover us ? 

And though this DoErine beas true-as God 
is true, yet 1s it not ſtrange, and full of Aſtoniſh- 
ing wonder, to feehow Adam, and all the Sons 
of Adam labour to hide-themſelves and their fins 
from God ? 

Adam,after his great Tranſgreſſion in Eden,hid 
himſelf behind the Buſhes, and-Trees of the 


Garden, 


kms 
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Garden, as if they could have ſecur'd him from 
the All-ſeeing Eye of his Maker ; bur he was 
ſoon ſenſible of his folly : for God in the Cool 
of the Evening came to the very Buſh where 
he lay, Adam, where art thou ? Alas poor wretch ! 
nothing could hide thee from the Diſcovery of 
thy God. | 

And did not Cain, . Adam's Son, tread in the 
footſteps of his Father ? for when he had Inhu- 
manely Murdered his poor Iraocent Brother 
Abel, how did he labour to cover the blood 
with the duſt of the Ground, to hide and con- 
ceal his wickedneſs ! For then God called from 
Heaven, Y/Phere is thy Brother Abel * how Moroſe 
and Angry doth he anſwer God, as if he knew 
nothing of it ? Am 1 my Brother's Keeper ? Yet 
this would not do: God law it when no Eye 
elſe ſaw it, and puniſhed him ſoundly for it. 
| Sarah thought none did ſee her laugh, when ſhe 
ſeem'd to miſtruſt God's promiſing her a Son ; 
yet God ſaw it, though as the Holy Text faith, 
She only laughed within ber ſelf. God Jaw Zeeb 
bebiad the Wine-Preſs. God ſaw Saul when he 
hid himſelf under the Stuff. Who would ever 
have thought that the Babylon;h Garment, the 
200 {hekels of Silver and 50.ſhekels of Gold 
that Achan conveyed away, would ever have 


been 


ow. 
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been diſcovered 2 No Eye ſaw him when he © 


bronght them out of the Camp, he Intombed 
them under his own Tent, all ſafe and ſecure as 
he thought ; and yer God diſcovers this fact of 
his and layes it open to all Tſ-ael. How did God 
openly manifeſt and diſplay the Abominable 
Idolatry of the Tſfraelites, rogether with their 
Idols and Images, when they had got them- 
ſelves between two Walls from all appearance 
of ſight? and yet fee how God brings the 
Prophet Ezekiel to the very Entring-place of 
the Door - that led into the Chamber of their 
Imagery ; Exekeel, Chap.8.Verſe 8,9,10. Then 
faid he unto me, Son of Man, digg now in the wall ; 
and when T had dig ged im the wall, behold, a Door. 
And he ſaid unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked 


Abommations that they do here. So I went in, .and; 


ſaw, and behold, every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beaſts, and all the Idols k; the honſe of 
Ijrael pegged upon the wall rownd about. 
The Devilliſh Plotting Powder-Traytors 
mer rogether in the Vault, they thought them- 
ſelves focure ; ſhadowed from the eye of No- 
tice, and fenced from the hand of Juſtice : Bur 
as Dark as the Vaule was, and as Clole as they 


\wenr to work, the » Une, God deſcry'd their 


Abomination,and deſtroy'd chem,and their ha- 


bitatton 3, 


PF; 
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bication. 'The-Obſcurity of their Cell, Thick- 
neſs of Walls, Cloſenels of Windows, with the 
Cloak of a holy Catholick Profeſſion, -thrown 
over all this, could not make their Notorious 
Wickedneſs Dark to the Eye of Heaven, - 

Little did this late Brood of Remiſh Villains 
_ ever think, that their horrid Intended Treaſon 
ro Butcher the King, and Subvert the whole 
Kingdom, ſhould have been ſo manifeſted,and 
laid open, as, bleſſed be our Gratious God, it is 
at this day. 

How long was the Pope, the Cardinals, the 

Jeſuits, the Monks, the Friers, -Hatching this 
Bloody Miſchief ; and juſt when they thought 
to have brought forth their Inhumane Deſign, 
thar God, that View'd all their Meetings, bh 
Þ. | all their Doings, read all their Letters, Par- 
. dons, Bulls, Commiſhons ; Cruſher the Cocka- 
trice in the ſhell : If Zl;ſha, who was bur: a 
man,could eſpy all the Deſign and 'Contrivan- 
ces of the Aſfrian King,which he concluded of | 
in his ſecret Chamber ; what then' can eſcape 
the Eye, the Ear, the Knowledg of the Ggd of 
Eliſha ? Ong ENT 

The Uſe that I will make of this Point, thall 
be that of Saint Ber. de con-ver/. ad Cler. C. 36. 
Cant? Ambula, TeVidet Angelus Malus,videt-te Bonus, 


vide 4 


it. Mb... Me. ”” ——— 
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wider &- Bonis & Malis Major Angelis,Dews: Our 
Lmpieties. are;not without.witneſsz the good 
Hagel and the bad Angels, and he thar's ber- 
che: Angels, far above all Principali- 
ries, even the great God of Heaven and Earth 
ſees us, cant? igitur ambula. It behoverh us rhere- 
fore to walk Cirgimfpealy and Sincerely ; for 
chaugh we may Veem for a time to hide our 
ſelves' and our (og from God, yer at length 
God will fad as /our, as he did Alom in Eden, 
Cain ins the Field, Zeebbebind the Wine- Preſs, 
David's Adukery and Murder, the Iſraelites 
Idolatry; as he did the Powder-Traitors; ; As 
he did the'Horrid Popifh' Treaſon of late ; as 
he did this Unworthy Gueſt in my 'Text. 

Ic was good Connfel that one of the Rabins 
gave unto his Scholar, Remember Three Things 
and thox ſhalt never do amiſi. ' 1. IG 
ther a Jeemg Eye. 2. 4 havin Fa 
urs p15 works, Tords an roar han a 
ftred. Now did we really and weightily con- 
fider chis, That God'fawy us, thar God heard us 
and chat God Regittied 3H tha we do, and wr 
one :day bring us to an accompre for ' ; 
etxinby, there would :not beſo mach erivace 
Murder, ſo much private Adukery, ſo amich 

- — apanſt the King, fomuch Hy- 
| pocricy 
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pocricy, fo much ſelf-lnreieſt, ſo much Deceir, 
{o much! Couzenage acted as there-is. - Did we 
believe that.Gid heard all our Words, ſaw all 
our Works and Doings, we ſhould-aot-dare:to 
Afﬀeront.Ged ſo openly, nor. Commit thoſe fre- 
quent Abdminations in. the Dark-as\we do. | 
' No' man: will be ſo Iimpugent as to: ſteal- in 
che face of the Judge ; no nfan: will be ſo No- 
rorious as to be drunk, or. Commit Adultery/in 
che. Eye of his Prince 3; andyert how! ofteh do 
men'ſteal and:are drunk and commir filthineſs 
in the Eyes of the Judge of _=_ _ and the 
Aing of the whole Earth: . 
-. Aman that istruly: peefizadien God ſeek him; 
he will-rake heed what. he:doth;: ind that God 
hears 'him, he will temper his'Tongue with 


| Diſcretion ; : -And that God ſearcheth every Cor- 


ner of his heart, he will. be very mindful. of 
m_ he medirates-and thinks on.. A man:-who 
perſuaded that God behelds all-his Dealings 
in I World, he will take heed. how he Bor- 
rowes, how he Lends, how he:Buyes, how: he 
Sells,. how: he Wrongs his Neighbour either in 
his Name; or in his Goods; or:in his Life : Be 
perſuaded then ito live-as thoſe that have al- 
; God beforethem.. ; Ta27 « 
Aol. now toſtir you''up. yet crnthit an chiy 


holy, 


re 
—_ 
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holy Duty of Sincere, Holy, and Honeſt Walk- 
ing,as in the Preſence of the All-ſceing God,cake 

theſe Two or Three Morives and/Inducements 


EL following. | 
| Firſt, Conſider, That that God that made thee, 


that feeds thee, cloathes thee, preſerves thee, 
gives thee Health and Peace, and by his Mercy 
| has kept thee out of Hell ; This very God Com- 
; mands thee to walk before him in all honeſty, 
and godlineſs of life. Weread in the 17.Gez. 
"= 1. That the Lord Commanded Araham to 
walk before him, and be upright ; And ia Abrahar:, 
| he Commands all 'the Children of the ſame 
Faith to walk before' him, and be upright, 
Remember this, if thow' wouldeſt be a Saint i 1 
Glory as Abraham, thou mult obey the. Ccm- 
mand of thy Maker, walking {tmcerely and ho- 
lily upon Earth, as Abraham'did. A -good Sub- 
ject will obey the Commands of his King, atd 
a good Chriſtian the Commands of his God. - 
Secondly, As it is the Command of Ged, T hat 
thou ſhould i walk holily as in his preſence, lo 
we have the Example of God's Servants who 
are Renowned for the Obedience of his Com- 
mandment. Holy Enoch walked with God, that 
is, he looked upon God as who. ſaw his 
Thoughts, Cogitations, Actions ;.. heard all his 
C 2 Words, © 
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| words; and his life was anfiverable ro ſuch a a 
proſpect. FA 

How Holy,how Pious how Religious; how 
Obedient was Abraham in Walking before God 2 
how Exact was holy Damid in-this way ? for 
fear of doing ill he placed the Lord alwaiesbe- 
fore him. P/al. r 16:9; Twill walk before the Lord 
in the Land of the Living. Let the Command 
therefore of God, and the Example of his holy 
Saints, urge thee to keep God alwaies before 

wc 
Thirdly, As we have the Command of God, 
the Exon ple of the Saints for our walking as in 
God's Preſence] fohethat walks as in the pre- 
ſence of God, it will certainly bring him to 
make a Conſcienee of all Sin. When F# eph was 
allured by his Impudent Miſtreſs to commit 
filthinefs, he made her this anſwer, How ſhall 7 
commit this Great Wickednefs, and ſm againſt God * 
The bridle that reftrain'd Joſeph, was the fear of 
God, in whoſe preſence he Lamas If men 
walked as in the preſence of God, when Luft, 
when Covetouſneſs, when Pride, when-Drun- 
kenneſs, when Revenge, when Treaſon doth 
rempr and allure them ,they would-anſwer, We 


| dare not meddle with you, for thatGod' that's in 


Heaven ſees us; that God that's in- Heaven hears 
= us, 


» 


Ms 
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us, we dare not do this Wickedne/s and fin againit 


God. Had the man in my Text propounded 
this to himſelf, he would hever have Intruded 
as he did to his Erernal Damnation. Man 


don't care how oy appear before God, ſo Man: 
them. Alas! what is it to. 


don't think amiſs 
feem good and honeſt before men, but in God's 
Eſteem be a Wicked Hypocritical Reprobate ? 
This Unworthy Gueſt in my Text made as 
fir, as honeſt, and as Religious a ſhew as the 


reſt ; and yet you ſee he was Condemned as an 


Unworthy Gueſt, and thrown into outer dark- 


neſs. Let this then be alwaies in thy thoughts | 


That God ſees thy Soul, however outwardly 
fair thou do'ſt appear to Man. 


The Second Part: 
T He Fault the man is here charged with, is 


the want of a Wedding Garment ; where: 
we may Note, 'That it is not enough to preſent our - 


Souls, our Bodies before the All-ſeeing Eye of God, un- - 


leſs we come prepared as we ought.. 
The man here in my Text not being prope 
red when he came to the Feaſt; was Caſt. 


Hell. = 
Ir is ſomething indeed to come. into the Con- 


_ gregation: 


into: 
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oregation to hear the Word Preached, to re- 
ccive the Sacrament, to bow our ſelves before 
Almighty God in Prayer ; But ler me tell jou, 


| theſe are not enough ; for if we reſt here, theſe 


will be but as fuel to add. fre” to our further 
Condemnation. 

: Judas Repaired into Chriſt's preſence, bur 
being not prepared, he was Condemn'd as the 
Son'of. Perdition ; he eat at the Lord's Table 
as well as the reſt, but as the Sop went down, 
the Devil went after it; which was a dear Sa- 
crament to him, To Eat and Drink his own 
Damaation': for want of Inward Sincerity, an' | 
honeſt and found heart , he was Ecernally 
Damn'd. | 

All our Fathers, ſaith St. Paul, were under the 
Cloud, that is, they had the ſame Sacrament, in 
effect, with us, though not in ſubſtance ; and 
yet how many of them did God overthrow in 
the Wilderneſs ? 

From whence we will Note, That outward 
Privileges and Claims to God, without Inward San- 
fification and Holineſs, profit nothing. | 

The Fooliſh Virgins had oyl in their Lamps; 
but none in their Veſſels ; they had outward 
Profeſſion, but wanted inward Sincerity ; they 


wanted a ſupply from within ; they had not 
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Inward Grace, as well as outward Shew. 

* There were many that lived with/Chriſt in: 
the Fleſh, that did nor eat and drink with him ; 
they Prophecy'd in his Name, and'in his Name 
did caſt out Devils, and did many Wonders,and 
yet Chriſt profeſſeth he knows them not. There 
mult be Inward Holineſs and Sincerity, as well 
as outward Shew,or elſe it comes to nothing... 
Here then we ſee, that the Colluſion of the 
Church of Rome is blowa away with the found 
of this Do&trine: for the Mea of Rome lay, 
. That outward works are available to Salvation; 
though there be no Inward Conformity. When as we 
ſee this Unworthy: Gueſt made as Glorious a 
ſhew to the eyes ofthe World, as the relt at. the, 
Table; and yet was reje&ted by him that was 
the Searcher of Souls. Fg 
The Romaniſts ſay, The rvery receiving the Bread 
only, ( for the Prieſt drinks the Wine) -d»th remit 
| ſins, confer Grace, and gives us a ſure Title to. the 
Kingdom of Heaven :. Contrary to the Doctrine 
of my Text, and that of St. Paul,” who pro: 
nounceth the Unworthy Receiver Guilty of the 
Body and Blood of Tells Welſee the 1, let the 
| Romanifts. ſay what they will, 'tis as much as 
| our Souls are worth, to come into the preſence 

* of God.rocat;anddrinkat bis Table. Unprepa; 
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red; you know whar became of chis Unworthy 


Gueſt in the Text." 


Should 'God make a tri fearch a us, 


from the higheſt to the loweſt, can you think 


he would findbut one Unworthy Gneft, bur 


.one Unworthy Ofhcer among us? I can charge 


none of you with Unworthineſs, bur out of a 
tender regard to your Eternal good, 

[ beſeech. you, as you value the Blood of ' 
Chriſt ſhed for yon, and the Salvation of your 
own Immortal Souls, every man of you thar is 
invited to this Blefſed Feaſt of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, trictly to Examin himſelf, 
before he Ears of this Bread, or Drinks of this 
Cup. | 

And now to prevent the Danger which the 
want of this Wedding Garment may bring up- 
on vs : | 

Firſt, I will ſhew yon, what this Wedding 
Garment is. | | 
Secondly, The means how you may obtain 


Thirdly, How we muſt uſe jr when we have 

obrain'd it. | 
Firſt, What this Wedding Garment is; There 
Is great difference among rhe Fathers, what this 
Wedding Garment is, One ſaith ic is the New Man. 
+- , mg 
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Another, the obſerving the Commandements 
of Chriſt. Another, a Pure Converſation. - 4no- 
ther, an Upright Heart. - Another, Regeneration, 
conſiſting in Faith and Repentance. Another, 
Faith. Anether, Charity. Another, good Works. 
Another, Humility, 

Bur (St.) Origen ſaith,it is Chriſt, and ſo un- 
doubtedly it is; becauſe whoever will come 
unto God, or partake of any Myſtery of Salva- 
tion, muſt be Cloathed with Chriſt as a Gar- 
ment, 1 Cor.1.30. Who is made unto us the Faith - 
ful, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanfification, and Re« 
demption. Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſaith, covers all 
his as with a Garment. We ſee plain enough 
that there are ſpots in the Moon, = there are 
none in the Sun : So in the beſt of our Graces 
and Worthineſs, there are ſtains and ſpots, ſuch 
as God would abhor to appear before him, did 
not the Righteauſneſs and Satisfaftion of his 
Dear Son Jeſps Chriſt, cover us and appear for 
us. Chrift Jeſus is the Wedding Garmeng, that 
makes us acceptable ro the Father, wirhvur 
Chriſt, what ſhould we do? tis his Righteoul- 
neſs that muſt coyer our "es 
his Humility that muſt cover our Pride, 'cishus 
Obedience, that muſt cover our Diſobedience, 
"ris his Faith that muſt Cover our Diffidence, 

| D ris 
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is his Love that muſt Cover our Hatred, 'tis 
his Zeal that muſt Cover our Lukewarmneſs ; 
and then being Coveted with Chriſt as with a 
Gatment, there can be no Condemnation un- 
to. us ; becauſe as the Apoſtle ſaith, we are in 
Chriſt Jeſus : for without the pretious Merits 
of Chriſt, we are but Unworthy Gueſts. Was 
ever Man or Woman fav'd by their own 
Works, by their own Merits, tio riot the Yir- 
gin Mary her ſelf ; My Soul doth Maymifie the Lord, 
and my Spirit Rejoyceth in. God my Safowur, theſe 
are Holy Mary's Words. = 

The Romaniſfts will not allow of this Holy 
and Righteous Garment. of Chriſt's Satisfaftion 
to be ſufficient ; but like David_ concerning 
Sanl's Armour;it is either too heavy or too long 
or too ſhort, and ſo they ftrut in a Popiſh 
Coat of ther own Meric and Righteouſneſs. 

We read that Adam and Evetnade unto them- 
ſelves Coverings of Fig leaves to hide their Na- 
kedneſs, but God did Nike theſe, and ſo made 
them Coats of Skins,and Cloathed them there- 
with;teaching us,if we patch our ownSatisfacti- 
on,our ownWorks,our ownDutys,our ownMe- 
rits together, and cover our ſel ves with them as 
with a Garment, and rely upon them as ha- 
ving force and Efficacy to fave and help us;then 


are 
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are we no way fit to appear inthe Preſence of 
the Erernal God, who accepts of no man, but 
through the Merits, Works, and Satisfation of 
t > his Son Jeſus. He that looks to be ſav'd by his 
' own merits, will undoubtedly fall ſhort of Hea- 
| ven through his own preſumption. lt is a ſaying 
of Job, My own cloaths make me abhor'd, fo our 
| own Works without Chriſt make us Loathſom 
bh in the Eyes of God. 
| Let us all then be perſuaded to Calt off the 2; 
. menſtruous Rags of our former Converſation, 
the old Man, which is Corrupt,according to the 
Deceitful Luſts, and be renewed in the Spiric 
of our minds, putting on the new man which 
| after God is Created in Righteouſneſs, and 
true Holineſs; Labouring tro be Uncloathed, 
| = that we may be Cloathed upon; that ſo we 
[ may be found im Chrift, not havmg our own Righte- 
|. ouſneſs which is of the Law ; but of that Which is 
\ .. through the Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs of God - 
by Fatth : Phil.-3. ver. 9. Fo 
*This is the Garment we muſt Labout: for; 
this is the Garment that we muſt ſtrive and.En- 
deavour to get, for to cover our Poor Naked 
and Immortal Souls. eo BE 
2. Having ſhew'd you what this Ceneg 
is, -E will now ſhew you how ic may be -oBF.. 
"SOOT 
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Object. 


Anſw. 


A thing may be made ours by diverſe 
means. 

1. We may buyit, 2. We mayearn it, or 
deſerve it. 3. It may be given us. 4. We may 
have it by way of Exchange : And now that 
we may obtain this holy Garment of Chriſt's 
Righteoulneſs, tis the Counſel of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, Rev. 3. Ter. 15. Buy of me Gold tryed in the 
Fire that thou mayeſt be Rich, and white Rayment 
that thou mayeſt be Cloathed, that the ſhame of thy 
Nakedneſs do not appear.. 

Bur lome will Obje&-and ſay,What mu#t we 
buy Chrift the Saviour of our Souls with Money as 
Judas ſould him.? 

Buy him we muſt,though not as Judas ſould 
him, butas the Prophet fpeaks in Eſa. 55. 
rover. 1. Without Money and without Price. 'T he rea- 
ſon of the Term Buying, here mentioned, is ; 
becauſe there is a near reſemblance between 
the Spiritual, and the Material Buying. 

1.1n the Buying of Material things wee {ze a 
wantand need of them, before we buy therh. 

2,. There is a Longing or.Delire to be poſ- 
ſefſed of them. FER 

3- There is a Reſorting tothe place where 
they are to be had. 


* 4-. There is a laying down. of.the Money, 
and taking up of the Ware. 
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The like way we may obſerve in our Spiri- 
rual buying. 

- 1. Before we buy a Commodity, we ſee the 
want and need of it; ſo before we can have 
this Wedding Garment of Chriſt's Merits and 
Satisfa&tion, we mult ſee, know, and feel, that 
we want it, we muſt know what a dangerous 
State it is to be withour it. 

1. If we haveit not,we have no Peace of 
Conſcience in this World, nor Heaven, nor 
Happineſs in the next. 

2. If we are not covered with Chriſt, as 
with a Garment, this Judgment will lay hold 
on us, we ſhall be Condemned and thruft our 
of doors, withthe Curſed Unworthy Gueſt in 
my Text,and have our Portion with the Hy- 
pocrites, in the Lake which Burneth with Fire 
and-Brimſtone. Now till we are thoroughly 
perſuaded of theſe rhings, That without this 
Garment weſhall be deprived of the Joys of 
Heaven, and be made Erernally Miſerable in 
Hell, we ſhall never ſee the need that we haye 
of this Holy Wedding Garment of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs ; rhe Whole need not a Phyſici- 
an, bur the Sick, tolle -oulnera, tolle opus *Mzdici ; 
if there be no Diſeaſe, whar need is there of the 
Phyſician : He that's full, defpiſeth che Ho- 
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ney Comb, tis the hungry that ſees and feels 
the want of Food, that craves and ſeeks for it : 
ſo till wee ſee our own Wrerchedneſs, Blind- 
neſs, Poverty, dreadful State and Danger, Sin 
hath brought us inco, we ſhall never be Cloathz 
ed with this Wedding Garmeat. 

2. When a man wants a Commodity, he 
longs and deſires after it, ke is never quiet till 


| he 1s poſſeſled of it ; {o theie that truly ſee the 


want of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, they long and 
thirſt after it, and are ne're ſatisfied till they do 
poſſels it.” God gives this Garment to none but 
thoſe that long and earneſtly deſire ic. God ſaith 
his Servants ſhall eat, but firſt they ſhall be, 


hungry ; they ſhall drink, bur firſt they ſhall be 


a thirſt, God pronounceth none bleſled, - bur 
thoſe that hunger and thirſt. after Righteoul- 
nels ; not he = cares not whether ever he 
hath Chrif or no, {6 he may be covered with his 
Luſt, or his Pride, or his Drunkenneſ. : 
3. He that wants a Commodity. will 
reſort to.the place where 'tis.to be "| ; 48 Ja- 


cob's Sons, when they wanted Corn, they came 
down.to Egypt where 'twas to be had : ſoif we 
want this Spiritual Garment,we muſt go where 
it 1s; that is, at. Bethel, the Church and Houſe 
of God,; thar is he Spiritual Wardrobe, where 

all 
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all Heavenly Robes are laid up ; there is the 
very place where Chriſt will meet you in his 
Word and Sacraments : Where two or three are 
met together in my Name, T le be in the midft of them. 
Do you think they deſerve to be Clothed with 
the 1 mane of Chriſt, that prefer World- 


ly Aﬀairs, Sleep, Luſt, Walking abroad, before 


the meeticlg with Chriſt in his Holy Church 
about their Eternal Happineſs. 

4. He that wants a Commodity, when he 
comes to the place where it is, he prizes the 
fame, lays down his money, and takes up the 
Ware; and by laying down his Money, he 
ſhews that he Eſteems the Ware better than 
his Money ; even ſo muſt we reſolve to throw 
off all the ſwelling, Conceit of our own Righ- 
reouſneſs, our own Worth, our own Merits, 
our own Excellency ; Accounting all things 
droſs and dung in compariſon of Chrift Jeſus, 
Now Belocved, conſider, Is not rhis a gainful 
and bleſſed Change for us, when we - lay 
down our own Unrighteouſneſs, and take up 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ? our own Diſobedience, 
and take up Chriſt's Obedience ; our own Pride, 


and take up Chriſt's Humility ? and till we do.. . 


this, we are no way Clothed with Chrift as with 4 
Garment. 


T hus 


-- 


26 


| ———_——_ 


oO © 


wy A Sermon Preach'd at Sea, 


Thus much of the Proportion which-is held 
between the Material and Spiritual Buying ; 
And now I fear, if moſt men ſhould examin 
themſelves by theſe Points, there would. be a 
oreat Defect in molt men, 


For Proof. 


Firſt, Do you ſee the want of Chriſt, the 
Great Neceſlity that you have of his Righteouſ- 
nels, to Cloth your Naked Wretched Souls 
with 2 You can {ce the want of Money, -the 
want of Friends, the neceſlity of Preferment ; 


l, 


gbut how few are there who ſee the true Want 


and Neceſlity of Jeſus Chriſt 2 but rather like 
the Prophane Duke that ſaid, If he could have 
Paris, he did not care whether erver he had Paradiſe. 
Never reckon upon Chrit then, till choni crul 
ſeeſt the want more of Chrit than Gold or Sil- 
ver, Preferment, Health; or what ever this 
World can afford. 

Secondly, Do:you long, thirſt, and hunger af- 
ter Chriſt? And can you be no way ſatisfied 
without him 2 Doth all thg Profit and Pleaſure 
of this World look vain and empty without 
Chrit? Then thou art Happy. lr is obſerved, 
that moſt men long and covert after the.things 


of 
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of this life, and ate neyer farisfied until. chey- 


enjoy. and poſlels what they long,-cover and 
defire. Now if thou Long it more: for: Chrift, 
than for hidden "Treaſure ; more for Chriſt, than 
for Health and Pleaſure of chis life, ir beſpeaks 
thee in ſome meaſureto be worthy-of Chriſt. -1-: 
Thirdly, Do yow reſort /witly love: atid holy 
ſincerity to the plate of Worſhip' where Chriſt 
is ; And-not out of a Compliance only to t 
Law of Man,or+or tear youthouldbe{uſpend- 
ed from your Imploymem ? If yowdonot Con- 
form , /have a care of Hypocritical Jugling. 
You may deceive Men, but you can't deceive 
God; for where Man'ends; 'God beams; The 
Unworthy Gueſt in my Text, did Conforms 
outwardly, when' he meant” nothing” 'ſo/in- 
wardly : He came as plaufibly to the Table as 
ar:y,when his Soul. and Refolutions were foitnd 
another way : But for ſo doing,” he was Erer- 
nally Damn'd. | 7-200 
Fourthly, Do you,when you come before God, 
caſt off all Pride, Meritorious Conceit of- your 
own Excellencies ; and withrthe poor Pubhean 
hang down your Heads, beat your Breaſts,ſay- 
ing, Lord have Mercy upon us Unworthy Crea-- 
tures ? 'Tis obſerv'd, That molt men have a 
Mountebank-Opinion of their -own worth, + Nar- 
Ml Wet Nerect 0. cifSus 
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ciſsus like, we are very apt to:dote upon. our own 
- os ; bur let = wy you, * "nes wears 
this wedding Garment of Chrift'sRighteouſnels 
bur he that's contrite & humble in his own eyes. 

Now by thele you may know, whether you 
are fit for the Table of the Lord or no.; do you 
ſee the want of Chriſt, do you long for Chriſt, 
do you come with Love and Zeal to meet with 
Chriſt; can you willingly lay down your own 
Righteopſniels and take up Chriſt's; then come 
in the name of God, and eat of this bread and 
drink of this Cup, or elle it is as much as your 
Souls are worth to meddle with them. 

. : Now having ſhewed you what: this Gar- 
ment is, -and how you may obtain it : I will 
now in the laſt place ſhew how you muſt uſe 
and wear it, | | 

{It is the Apoſtle's advice, Rom.13. To put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;. for let me tell you, if we 
don't put on Chriſt as a Garment, Chriſt will 
one day put” off you with a nonmovi vos : I know 
yh not, go-ye Curſed:into Everlaſting fire prepared for 
the Devil and bus Angels. 

. Andnow Beloved, that we uſe and wear 
this Garment aright, there are theſe two Offices 
tro be performed, - 

_ -Firit, We muſt put off. 


Secondly, We mult put on, Firſt, 
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Firſt, Before we can put on we muſt put off;. 
we muſt pur off all the filchy rags of our for- 
mer corruption, our ſinful nature, our beaſt+ 
like affetions, Cc. 

Men, when they put on new Apparel, pull 
off the old and throw them by; ſo it you would 
be cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
you mult caſt off the filthy clouts of your Men- 
ſ{truous Converſation. | 

The Swearer muſt put off his ſwearing, the 
Drunkard muſt pur off his drunkenneſs,the.Un+ 
clean perſon muſt pur off his filthineſs,theCove- 
tous man his uncharicablene(s, the Envious man 
his hatred, the Traytor his Treaſon, the Idola- 
rer his Superſtition : - for let -me-tell you; that 
you-may as well perſwade me that Heaven and 
Hell are reconciled together, as that Chriſt and 
Sin dwell together in one man; therefore if 
thou intend'ſt to be cloathed with Chriſt as 
with a Garment, thou mult put off, as the A- 
poſtle ſaith in the Eph. 5. 3. All uncleanneſs, in- 
ordinate affeftions, evil Concupiſcence, Wrath,Malice, 
Blaſphemy, filthy Communitatuon, lying one- to ,4n0- 
ther. Wer e a7 Dog t & 03; 

Secondly, As you muſt put off, ſo you mult 
« on; and the means to put on/Chrilt is faith, 


lieving, apprehending and, appropriat 
x | E 2 Chri 


ZO 


EA <—_> 


A: Sermor Preach'd at Sea, 


Cbriſt arid his Merirs to our ſelves, we muſt be- 
lieve all the promiſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
made unto man, and particularly apply the 
ſame untoour own ſelves, which is only done 
by the Act of crue Faith, h 

| Faith is as it-were the hand of the Soul which 
doch reach - Chriſt unto us and put him on. 
Would'ſt thou'have Chriſt dwell in thy hearr, 
would'{t thou put him on as a Garment? believe 
Chrift:with thy mind and heare, and thou haſt 
him. « 

-© And now Beloved, that I may leave nothing 
wanting of my part to put you in the right way 


for Eternal:happineſs, you muſt know that it 


isnot/ every Faith; or bare Believing of Chriſt 
will: put 0n "Chriſt as a Garment. No, then 
the Devils may 'put him on, for they believe 
all-the Hiſtorical parr' of the Bible, from-the 
Firſt'of Geneſi# ro" the" laſt 'of the Revelations : 
Hypoctites believe in God and in Chriſt, and 
yet fot all that they are thrown to the hotteſt 
Now thar' Faith  that-is ſaving Faith, that 
like a Hand reacheth Chriſt, and puts him on, 
8 an Operative and working Faith. 

Firſt, Faith; that's ſaving, -as the Apoſtle 
Tauth /Prriffeth the Confeiente + To thin if thy Faith 
TL 6. h_ 
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be crue, it cleanſerh rhy Soul from fin ; it clean- 
ſeth thy Soul from Covetouſnels ; 'it clean- 
ſeth chy Soul from Luſt ; it cleanfeth thy Soul 
from Pride ; it cleanſeth thy Soul from Re- 
venge ; it cleanſeth thy Soul from Drunken- 
neſs. it cleanſetch thy Soul from Hypocriſy, 
it cleanſeth thy Soul from Rebe!lion ; it clean- 
ſeth thy Soul vo Treaſon ; it cleanſeth thy 
Soul from Idolatry ; it cleanſeth thy Soul from 
Faction ; it cleanſerth thy Soul from all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs. 
The DevilsBelieve,but they cannot be clean- 
ſed from their black Abominations; Hypo- 
crites believe, and profeſs and make a fair ſhew 
of outward Holineſs, bur their hearts ate not 
cleanſed from Oppreſſion,Luſt, Murder, Trea- 
ſon, and Rebellions. Our Saviour of old Com- 
pares them tro Tombs, . now: you know that 
Tombs are oft uſually the moſt beautiful Or- 
raments of the Church ; but let a man digg 
within them, and he ſhall find nothing but pu- 
trifaction, ſtink, and dead mens bones. /Never 


ſay then, that thoy Believeſt ſavingly, or that 
thou haſt more Faith than Devils, Hypocrites ; 


while -Sin and Wickedneſs governs wn Soul. 
Secondly, True Saving Faith works by Love: 


So it produceth Works ; Shew me thy Faith by thy 
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Works,ſaith St. James. Where there is true Faith 
in the Soul, like che Ceaturion, it /aith to one, 
Go, and he goeth ; and to another, Come, and he come- 
eth, it Commands all our A&tions, our Hand 
to Diſtribute to the Poor, our Feet ro Walk in 
the Commandments of God, our Hearts to be 
Upright towards our God, and towards our 
Neighbours, our Tongue to Declare the Lo- 
ving Kindneſs of the Lord. 

Faith in the Soul of Man, is like Sap in a 
Tree that lies hid ; but Holy Works are like 
Fruit that ſhews it ſelf ; where there is true Faith 
ina Man, there will be Holy Works, there 
will be Hope, there will be Charity, there will 
be Repentance, there will be Godly Zeal : 
The Apoſtle St. Paul tells us, that the Juſt li-ve 
by Faith ; That is, they live the Life of Holy- 
neſs ; they live the Like of Religion, they live 
the Life of Sobriety, they live the Life of Cha- 
ſiry, they live the Life of Humility, they live 
the Life of Godly Love. They do not live 
the life of 0245 Sum they bo not live the 
life of Drunkenneſs, they do not live the 
life of Luſt, they do nor live the life of 
Pride, they do not live the life of Revenge 
and Malice; theſe are the Works of the De- 
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Labour therefore for a true Saving Faith, A 


Faith that cleanſerh thy Soul from Sin, and 
worketh by Love : If a man ſhould come and 
tell a Perſon that's Rich, that all the Writings 
in his Cheſt, that Aſſur'd him of his Poſleflions, 
were Forged & Counterfeit, would it not make 
him ſtart and go to his Cheſt, rake them out 
and have them read and conſidered on by the 
beſt and learned Council ? and ſhall not we 
look after our Faith, ro ſee whether that be 
Sound and Real, . which is an Evidence of our 
Eternal Inhericances. Without the Garment of 
Chriſt's Righteouſnefs to cover our Souls, we 
{hall never go to Heaven ; and there is no put- 
ting this Garment on, withour a true ſanCtih- 
ed Faith : Faith is the Hand of the Soul that 
puts on Chriſt. 

Ican\ſtand no longer upon this Point, the 
time hath over-ſhot me; Iwill conclude allwith 
the Bleſſing that Jacob gave his.Sons when they 
went into Egypt to carry Benjanan, God Almighty 
Grant you favour in the eyes of the Great Man : So- 
the Lord Grant us all Favour in theEyes of the: 
Great God, before whom we mult appear this 
day at his Holy Table: . And that we may 
have Favour, let us bring the Beloved Ben- 
jamin with us, which is the Righteouſneſs. 
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